
From June 29 to July 4 I had the extraordinary privilege of attending the 74th Lindau Nobel Laureate 
Meeting, which was dedicated to chemistry. This prestigious event brought together 33 Nobel 
Laureates and over 600 young scientists from all around the globe, creating a unique environment 
for scientific and personal exchange. Guided by the Lindau motto, "Educate. Inspire. Connect.", I 
experienced an intense, but unforgettable week: 

“Educate.” 

The scientific programme focused on three key themes: artificial intelligence, sustainability, and 
science diplomacy. These themes address crucial challenges facing both the chemical 
community and society at large, and were featured in various formats, including Nobel Laureate 
Lectures, Agora Talks and Panel Discussions. Subjects covered included “AlphaFold”(John 
Jumper), “Sustainable Battery Future” (Sir M. Stanley Whittingham) , “Photoredox Reactions” (Sir 
David W. C. MacMillan), “Quasi-Periodic Materials” (Dan Shechtman), “Serendipity” (Martin 
Chalfie and Morten Meldal) and “Science Integrity” (Thomas C. Südhof). There were plenty 
opportunities to gain new insights into the various facets of chemistry. However, many of the 
presentations shared the key message that we, as a scientific community, need to improve the 
way we communicate our research to the general public. As Francis H. Arnold said “It’s up to us 
to better explain the benefits of science”. 

In addition to the general meeting programme I also had the opportunity to participate in a Science 
Breakfast, which discussed how to attract young researchers to top scientific institutions. This 
event was hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Women, Science and Research. I also 
attended a Partner Dinner, which was hosted by the Klaus Tschira Stiftung and turned out to be a 
fun pub quiz about the work of their foundation. 

“Inspire.” 

Beyond the world-leading science, I was most struck by how approachable and humble all the 
Nobel Laureates were. Many of them were eager to mingle during the breaks, offering Open 
Exchange Sessions, Laureate Lunches and Science Walks. During these sessions, they answered 
questions on a wide range of topics, shared personal stories, and offered grounded advice. In 
these less formal settings, I learned, for instance, that Dan Shechtman likes designing jewellery 
for his wife, and how Morten Meldal would teach chemistry to a three-year old. 

One of my personal highlights of the week in Lindau was the Science Walk with Francis Arnold, 
who, among other topics, shared her inspiring and successful philosophy for running a research 
group. This includes a mentoring system and hiring knots (team players) over self-focussed 
students. 

I also found the Next Gen Science sessions inspiring, where pre-selected young scientists had the 
opportunity to present their research. I was impressed by the quality of their presentations, their 
creative ideas, and their passion for their work. Seeing so many brilliant minds working on 
fascinating projects gave me renewed confidence that chemistry can provide solutions to our 
global challenges. In keeping with this spirit, Moungi G. Bawendi told us during the closing 
ceremony on Mainau Island, “You are the future, I trust you. And I see the future in you, and so I 
know that you will go forth and change the world for us.” 

“Connect.” 

Of all the parts of the Lindau motto, this last one has perhaps had the biggest impact on me. There 
is no other conference where it is so easy to meet like-minded people from all over the world and 
talk to them about science and life. Anna Sjöström Douagi from The Nobel Group Interest in 



Sweden described the special atmosphere in Lindau, saying: “These days, hearing all your 
discussions - in here and also outside in the foyer that is like a beehive - that gives me a lot of hope 
for the future.” I agree with her. Throughout the week, I made many new connections, and 
surprisingly renewed some older ones, meeting so many wonderful people. I hope that they will 
remain colleagues and friends in the years to come. 

For those who want to get a glimpse of the Lindau spirit, I recommend checking out the Lindau 
Mediatheque. This year’s recordings are available here: https://mediatheque.lindau-
nobel.org/recordings. To start with, I highly recommend the Agora talk “The Joy of Unexpected 
Discovery by Martin Chalfie and Morten Meldal”, although watching videos certainly is not 
comparable to experiencing a Lindau Nobel Laureate Meeting in person. I am truly thankful, that 
I was one of the lucky ones to experience such a special week in Lindau, and am proud to now be 
a Lindau Alumna. 
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